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Mobile Food Vending Vehicles Policy 

1.0 Purpose 

The Mobile Food Vending Vehicles Policy (Policy) provides the framework for the operation of mobile food 
vending vehicles on Council-owned roads within the Canterbury Bankstown Local Government Area (LGA). 
The Policy aims to ensure that mobile food vending vehicles operate in accordance with relevant legislative 
instruments and best practice in all aspects of food safety.  

2.0 Scope 

This Policy is a local approvals policy. It applies to activities listed under Section 68 of the Local Government 
Act 1993, with specific relevance to item 7 of Part F, namely:  

1. Use a standing vehicle or any article for the purpose of selling any article in a public place. 
This Policy details the Section 68 approval process and conditions for the operation of mobile food vending 
vehicles on Council-owned roads within the Canterbury Bankstown LGA. 
This Policy does not apply to mobile food vending vehicles: 

1. Trading in accordance with a development consent under the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) or under the provisions of the State Environmental Planning Policy 
(Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008 on private land; 

2. Trading on public land in accordance with an approved temporary event; or 
3. Not operating as a food premises. 

3.0 Terms and Definitions 

In this Policy the terms below have the following meanings. 

Term  Definition 

Development Consent Consent under Part 4 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 to carry out development and includes, unless expressly excluded, a 
complying development certificate. 

Food Premises A business, enterprise or activity that involves the handling of food intended 
for sale or the sale of food regardless of whether the business, enterprise or 
activity concerned is of a commercial, charitable or community nature, and 
includes vehicles.  

Mobile Food Vending 
Vehicle 

Any means of transport which is used for selling food. It includes vehicles 
used for one-step food preparation, and the sale of any type of food including 
pre-packaged food.  

Public Land  Includes operational land, community land, the road reserve and Crown land 
in the Canterbury-Bankstown Local Government Area 

Standing Vehicle  

 

Any mobile food vending vehicle that has stopped to make a sale. Includes 
all mobile food vending vehicles that require an approval issued by 
Canterbury-Bankstown Council prior to operating on Council-owned roads. 
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4.0 Policy Statement 

Council is committed to managing its open space to provide for the community’s cultural and social needs in 
line with promoting the Canterbury-Bankstown (Council) as a ‘Prosperous and Innovative’ destination in 
accordance with the 2036 Community Strategic Plan. 
The Policy provides information for people wanting to operate a mobile food vending vehicle to ensure:  

1. Operation in accordance with road rules and parking restrictions;  
2. Sale of food safe and fit for human consumption;  
3. Compliance with the Food Act 2003 with regards to business registration and vehicle fit out;  
4. Minimise any potential negative impacts such as waste or impact on other businesses; and 
5. The safe operation of Mobile Food Vending Vehicles in the community. 

5.0 Policy Criteria 

5.1  Approval Application Process 

Approval must be sought from Canterbury-Bankstown Council (Council) prior to operating a mobile food 
vending vehicle on Council-owned roads. A completed Mobile Food Vending Vehicle (Section 68) Approval 
form must be submitted to Council together with: 

• Service NSW Vehicle Registration (as proof of registration); 
• Certificate of Currency for Third Party Property Damage Insurance to the minimum value of 

$20,000,000; and 
• Certificate of Currency for Public and Product Liability Insurance to the minimum value of $20,000,000. 

Insurances must be valid from the date of approval through to the date the approval lapses.   

Following receipt of a completed application, Council may undertake a visual assessment of the mobile food 
vending vehicle by an Environmental Health Officer. The purpose of the inspection is to ensure that the 
vehicle complies with the NSW Food Authority’s ‘Guidelines for Mobile Food Vending Vehicles’ and Food 
Premises and Equipment of the Food Standards Code 3.2.3. 

Once all fees have been received by Council, written approval to operate the mobile food vending vehicle will 
be issued to the applicant. This approval will contain conditions of operation and an approval sticker. The 
approval sticker must be attached and displayed on the approved vehicle in a location clearly visible to the 
customers at all times whilst in operation. 

Approvals will take effect from the date stated thereon and expire twelve (12) months after the date of the 
approval or any other time as stated on the approval, although no greater than 12 months. An application to 
renew approval is to be lodged with Council prior to the expiration of the current approval. 

5.2 Approval Application Fee 

A fee applies for the assessment of an application and approval to operate a mobile food vending vehicle in 
accordance with Council’s fees and charges.  
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Council will not issue a refund of any fees paid if the business is sold or transferred. Approval is not 
transferrable. A new owner of a mobile food vending vehicle must make a new application and pay the 
appropriate fees for approval. 

5.3 Food Safety Requirements  

Mobile food vending vehicles must operate in accordance with the accordance with the provisions of the NSW 
Food Act 2003 and Food Safety Practices and General Requirements of the Food Standards Code 3.2.2 and 
the NSW Food Authority’s ‘Guidelines for Mobile Food Vending Vehicles’. All food is to be stored and prepared 
in the mobile food vending vehicle during the period of operation, or at an approved commercial food 
premises. No food is to be stored or prepared at a residential premise.  

5.4 Mobile Food Vending Vehicle Construction Requirements  

Mobile food vending vehicles must not exceed 2.5 metres in width or 7.5 metres in length.  

Mobile food vending vehicles must be designed and constructed in accordance with the NSW Food 
Authority’s ‘Guidelines for Mobile Food Vending Vehicles’ and Food Premises and Equipment of the Food 
Standards Code 3.2.3.  

The vehicle must be kept clean and in a good state of repair and working order, ensuring road worthiness 
and that noise, fumes, smoke, foul odours and other contaminants are not generated. 

5.5 Food and Drink Permitted to be Sold 

Mobile food vending vehicles are only permitted to sell one-step preparation food and drink (e.g. coffee, and 
ice cream) as per their approval.  

5.6 Trading Locations and Restrictions 

All mobile food vehicle vending approvals allow trucks to pull up to a kerb, into a lawful parking spot, and to 
trade onto the footpath. Vehicles must not park on the footpath or on driveways, and must not trade onto the 
street, bike lane or an adjacent car parking spot. 

Operation is strictly prohibited on arterial, sub-arterial or collector roads. These roads are listed below, 
although Council may include other roads at any time in the future: 

Beamish Street  Haldon Street 
Chapel Road   King Georges Road 
Canterbury Road  Milperra Road 
Davies Road   Punchbowl Road 
Edgar Street   Roberts Road 
Fairford Road   Stacey Street 
Henry Lawson Drive  Waterloo Road 
Hume Highway  Woodville Road 

Operators are responsible for checking local restrictions on parking times based on vehicle length and weight 
prior to trading. Operators must always comply with the road rules. 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/vt/data=vo4PFdzSX1vuZNO3DIVrBGbvZnhNXxmGnSBKrLbwY0SaOGmHUKXWPh0fxxMmiJkn6cu8GWDp0Se3xvWk__wU32-hlGXveqZEKzfJ9YiNO1nEYon8fiB4-gW4_OnIeywRR1d9kUFkrgFmpXjxZ3p1oCyuuQXCUUDwhoEoJCGKJ_5At7oS1kcRGrjyUQjOXo_502RhwvYnz86ChorV6VCnKsoREBrei3MY5t56Y89E2QOf83VJ5Yf7B7ednDbarFWHgPD2
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=8BZ8a9YofMhznGhKfJ2eSIC_XHjnrnkBEJ8U2RCrMNmU5I_Tm0EnKnIXUySv2dIou-yRpz1fg6jFBpcE7j9k9JRATvn7YtbrLBXhh-LSkR5ayA4AFPCuITJwSOg49-7xwOE2FHSZ5P0IwRJQhS6I7rtmgSRnkBSLf93pz2puJbODFnQTk90WbpX65wip97AGbwiVs3hlppJhaUbsl7nU2SEFDcCzgP9oFiF6Nx61CLu_9RMeeiUSl7AfWbPQDYsdOpw
https://www.google.com/maps/vt/data=R44QQ4ytVv0W3pHlVltOQ5vgxMQLFqSB-lkn3zMqT4jGhhlIlurM_00WEE7z4GYm9t155YAty42IOd0QYcmO4rFLIrasum9RTwih1KjcxphmwLAt1aKYck53z45ODqVg9G1GA7s-FBoH7LetkLasbtGCpE5mpR6PUs7hXx3Rv6ICLQK8k42LHfHMdjEedRFkd-RFjF-CF6JMR_elR0ofOtWr1ZY6_1J_G2UAGkrntptQcb9VsxB8dWpby_-nVii5hSm_
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=eB74llBoHG4W9atYn_2z4F-4CL5vlRk_yBF7pD4LW3HMI0fu8ggU1fvR_WlCl6iv78ckKl1C6-tllf1fkhfcVn2cvqCSEfUpZ4aJt6_HVPkZOx9MvEa3YP6ei-YfAk8wcBTS_JqlhrnAUwt3FuHdtCMPGDOxmfGjl4oFbfzYqSkxkwRXQlIP-wtz7decaA2L_yeMkVAWbh_J8CdEupJ15bfIrt0jVi_BOnhROhRcrkiDk8p7faciqc--qE0vwPqPTWf1
https://www.google.com/maps/vt/data=G_0R7cHqs6ebG39-A4eV_YCvsKqb_ROTyqNbATUmscs10da5oynT26HEM88GV0QUSI5V6LXr0Bwsnq1SiHXSvh8Xxrmwf28RCvtiqV4Tl05NUhFxqSsEcw1tRFPkqL3bxIj5MV5cSpJu8KN-gEt1zhYBqfe6yN7GXo1EeJxv4aQ3SmSnyOJnYBC0rZrdIoIhCAc12ZYMZIVTcvtBDMh_UonAvmwt97AB0wDV_akJwwmKCtKNk01uEYVSeSBPrkHGOgPg
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=L9TCjRbqMQFPoyd_VVcGGavTJ5iCcn4rmba3k0f1gZNyv31H1-6UeKHzVbIPMeJ7P3lxUJrojrYEGxftqFNw-VRRbVlt1PjSimOjb0YtFY-70nkvLU9Bck3HFj9EeOQYszDwT0UqDmLOWNx7K92Ca52GTiaC1jKWAu_2nx8Bj5hmcMZeDk9hQbTy1DjF_o1oHhpMKXl-e1KNzDaRQaD6T7uYj44aewqRdixPTZVicfYlS94ZBL5tk27dyaPINFnYKlwu0Q
https://www.google.com/maps/vt/data=K8OI4JKXGCO98sn-rhPLw1SwhI_Z_IbFNugOqGbwIEaXgHBijlEOc83VII9ac5VIxY0dUsufMQ1Hh_nT25Fc8JASEkys94_wa-8gAAwLBov8QInDwwbQogx6KMCPmd3xpvpeE175n6oZbuUgij9dtNKJu3lkkGBkhQ4IpYVXxydEFrpc-VyYgAjU4yTOT1X5_Rn3YowBGnrOMnvz1FgGttCRTqSG8HVnNtRbILI8SpHseJtM0U9SIfGWIjBvu_w6WKGi
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=XLGxdWMoHBj_sflvdgWj7E9UgG8WRnoQ8veLl1X1wtsp1gWO0hCabtqVDkAszPXR2wtBjxA5I-JGrXSBYMsI_e95-YidDXys7Du5o4W5Z0_mXzdgSvXRnZPuDbOnwXIHgzo-NqDnN-Mo7guuiA-0EGBL0P3aqfLzUeqn7XA-dp5R5_USPTU7wEr8Xojkme9j2MpK-cAsbYAgcYcSJP5yz65cm5jgaeRHIn_2rAP38M4Y24iSF_P4HjXwDid3u9RRH_Sg
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=Ck9elCW4ri3xzS0BHcmSXa7E8OkvBEw7IlbDIPGEaxbcC8YdXFRoieOANqCILmnvOmn9SaBT1vZOTXG6M3tOy8u5VPMfpBsDP7GGevaRAQNN5J6yya2Ut1oEJkGtrK3unUamLgLoMQIyh75cOAb5UZhBOoSB_z_-nDSea7qnifbKXsfXF-W5770m8V7jZ0nNTLKV1tC59HCw6RIqAUQ9-NGpc7m3JK2xJR_PJeIejJ5iXl9C4Y_xKKf7Wemm3B34liOH
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=19P7ozLd7uC0l_uCAsqDCYXSKLWCR_kMimqo-jhOvvO3jGd6800bKx8b4hwTWZCAL8AjOy_VicqUT8F5KCPHEGdbgZZWnUfBEcCdTZgdf0ILmCARfQrTTA5upq-_rFUPOOuzdVPYjFvEspf8oUeUUHD3kyQu44C5htnKEBGAfa5wolvSv87nsk73q6ANG0v1wAUVRftu8G2dmjMuNd7VfmwuV6-P3JS4YBSPLuVNYU1P2PvmLePwsAcKwUwbstKJzAYY
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=BmOPqmdxOVOq3ByZi-b_C9F6O7tvZa1Xx1NINLp95bV4WoX1Bhk0jZGRCOBz1I9i6IdNp46mMJ0unZ4aFp5in8kF3Vuv4rEExRXUoOT4n-9ggZ8To9rh3ALSRD-oBWsQKyRCeaRY1ao99jey_cZTqWJBU7tXEoMvu_5nfJfBj71VfdpsWNySg6hrUMWadOACKdveOCqrNUK6VyJ1eO3pjXox6fZyr9PAiNKqta5W1voETLapP5CW3IDxBYBT1UmUhRCE
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=f1CXkJbv3Nd00CNIMj2dVOX-nFFagmjrpxLfl50HZv7uapWzDzXD_69fuMM5ECEJmstJfmBFWTqEBi53DVSsy6WdrlymkYhluNZsemvtNPDuaVtIrownSMY69I0b2KWhFfLaHofJehovp2DJMKXp0TrM4gp49d7cm5i-rnd8_dqsQ8X6440pZLisgs_GU5kcVcXcxvRPY6EdOjCg5SiTgzoZJs3QDHJz4SDUvFgGiUhE85AGls48Y9SfaobuZEXL-4s
https://www.google.com/search?q=henry+lawson+drive+&safe=active&rlz=1C1GCEB_enAU998AU998&sxsrf=APwXEdfHDwT2rulwbRR4VUsWHQCRUfNntw%3A1686613797323&ei=Ja-HZNO1E9-d4-EPqpSs6AM&ved=0ahUKEwiT3IyC9r7_AhXfzjgGHSoKCz0Q4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=henry+lawson+drive+&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQAzIECCMQJzIECCMQJzIHCCMQigUQJzIKCAAQgAQQFBCHAjIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEMgoIABCABBAUEIcCMgUIABCABDIFCAAQgAQyBQgAEIAEOgoIABBHENYEELADOgIIJjoGCAAQFhAeSgQIQRgAULsVWNY9YOddaANwAXgAgAGCAogB3QySAQUwLjguMZgBAKABAcABAcgBCA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/maps/vt/data=AmDdBFXl_olGkgg-TBIKpjWJdNtmbb3XZtxUmJLsDiMypj9iOdfKsYeOTBnN0_EkSItrzWEF3Mqi25PuD1OSco4KFj4oIU0K6nctBWhp5DPxEgZM6xtMDUh7X2_ZRr2Voy1b6E_bjyPs7-YHX5KNWGoVn8ZgN1XMcSZ_1vmVdasAZgs7o-ZMeduRhd__RfBRNH-RWeqAJwlz9rhl9hWIazvXAXQtsEwsP9mUtQifyG4QnaZtgfVy6cOIvQJxioW3vJ6A
https://www.google.com/search?q=hume+highway+bankstown&safe=active&rlz=1C1GCEB_enAU998AU998&sxsrf=APwXEddoYSj5z7hukkKn7bkC1uQH75CAqg%3A1686613929562&ei=qa-HZNX8IcTx4-EPl8qCwAg&ved=0ahUKEwiV9ZPB9r7_AhXE-DgGHRelAIgQ4dUDCA8&uact=5&oq=hume+highway+bankstown&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQAzIKCAAQgAQQFBCHAjIFCAAQgAQyCggAEIAEEBQQhwIyBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjIGCAAQFhAeMgYIABAWEB4yBggAEBYQHjoHCCMQsAMQJzoKCAAQRxDWBBCwAzoKCAAQigUQsAMQQzoNCAAQ5AIQ1gQQsAMYAToSCC4QigUQ1AIQyAMQsAMQQxgCOhUILhCKBRDHARCvARDIAxCwAxBDGAI6DwguEIoFEMgDELADEEMYAjoECCMQJzoHCCMQigUQJzoNCAAQigUQsQMQgwEQQzoLCAAQgAQQsQMQgwE6CAgAEIAEELEDOgcIABCKBRBDOggIABCKBRCRAkoECEEYAFCdCljHGmCYHGgCcAF4AIABwQGIAY8MkgEDMC45mAEAoAEBwAEByAET2gEGCAEQARgJ2gEGCAIQARgI&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com.au/maps/vt/data=vcvdrEjlqK4nlLxxOKtMJ62Tn18BL-CzgVSZ5aR4JmMD44QusPj7WQegk--ezuSW7rBk4QVNWoWfi1pcMUTYGA4jXIF2hqjsnVLhM0DneAPX6HivLl7U39Giel-Y9OH2VqkeNoBtaxk2ad26nyMxF_FsktDnmPZvEGdLRqd9AIReOXE60SWzlsly4cAE3UXCGJSjxVDqDpzjFQIKJqDIbGTjvEJKHe-_rDCiodyvA2ubrB-2HYVSBilQC7RcZcOnTD6-
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5.6.1  Proximity to Existing Food Premises 

Mobile food vending vehicles are not permitted to operate within 100 metres of a fixed food premises (for 
example, café, bakery or restaurant) unless approved and licenced by Council.  

5.6.2  Operating in or in Proximity to Public Parks, Sporting Field, Reserves and Public Car Parks 

Mobile food vending vehicles are not permitted to operate in or within 100 metres of any public park, reserve, 
sporting field or public car park unless approved and licenced by Council. 

5.7 Hours of Operation  

The hours of operation for mobile food vending vehicles is restricted to 7:00am – 7:00pm Monday to Sunday 
in residential areas, and 6:00am – 7:00pm Monday to Sunday in industrial areas.  

5.8 Stopping Time 

Each mobile food vending vehicle can trade for a maximum period of 15 minutes in one location or until 
customers in the immediate vicinity are served. At all times the vehicle must comply with relevant parking 
restrictions and road rules and must be operated itinerantly.  

5.9 Standalone Items 

The placement of any standalone items such as signage, generators, heaters, tables, chairs, awnings, 
marquees or the like is not permitted.  

5.10 Deliveries 

Mobile food vending vehicles must arrive fully equipped at all trading locations and are not permitted to receive 
any deliveries. 

5.11  Noise  

The use of the mobile food vending vehicle and any associated equipment must be controlled so that any 
emitted noise is at a level so as not to create an "offensive noise" as defined in the Protection of the 
Environment Operations Act 1997 (NSW) to any affected receiver. 

Mobile food vending vehicles are prohibited from using a public address system and can only use amplified 
music or bells whilst the vehicle is moving and only between the hours of 9:00am – 7:00pm. 

5.12  Waste Management and Recycling 

Mobile food vending vehicle operators are responsible for the management of waste throughout operation. 
Waste materials such as packaging and waste water should be collected in bins or suitable receptacles, 
bagged or contained, stored within the vehicle and disposed at the cost of the operator.  

Under no circumstances is liquid waste (including waste water or oil) to be discharged to the ground or in the 
stormwater drain.  
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5.13 Liquor Licencing 

No mobile food vending vehicle operator is to obtain a liquor licence or sell alcohol to the public. 

5.14 Penalties 

Council’s Rangers or other Authorised Officers may take enforcement action for non-compliance with this 
Policy and related legislation, including directing the operator to cease trading or revoking approval.  

The penalties for failure to obtain an approval or failure to comply with an approval are set out in the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2021. Council reserves the right to decide enforcement action for breaches 
of this Policy.  

6.0 Approval and Review 

6.1 Policy Owner 
Manager, Regulatory Services 
6.2 Authorisation  
Adopted by Canterbury-Bankstown Council on [DD/MM/YYYY]. 
6.3 Reviews and Modifications 
The next review is due on [DD/MM/YYYY]. 

7.0 Related Documents 

7.1 Laws and Standards  
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) 
• Food Act 2003 (NSW) 
• Food Regulation 2015 (NSW  
• Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 
• Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 (NSW) 
• Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 (NSW) 
• Roads Act 1993 (NSW) 
• Roads Regulation 2018 (NSW) 
• Road Transport (Vehicle Registration) Regulation 2017 (NSW) 
• State Environment Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008 (NSW) 

7.2 Associated Documents 
• Canterbury-Bankstown Council Section 68 (Mobile Food Vending Vehicle) application form; 
• Council’s Schedule of Fees and Charges; and 
• NSW Food Authority’s ‘Guidelines for Mobile Food Vending Vehicles’. 
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